Svity FrantiSek z Assisi kratko pred svojou smrt’ou zhromazdil svoje Deti a
varoval ich pred buducimi ttrapami hovoriac:

Konajte odvédzne, bratia, bud’te pevni a doverujte Panovi. Rychlo sa bliZi Cas,
ked’ nastanud velké siZenia a skiSky; rozhojnia sa nejasnosti a nezhody v
duchovnych 1 svetskych zélezitostiach; milosrdna laska bude Coraz chladnejSia a
zloba hriesnikov bude stile viac narastat’. Diabli budi mat’ neobvykli moc,
neposkvrnend Cistota nasho i ostatnych Rddov sa natol’ko poSkvrni, Ze bude len
mdlo Krestanov budu poslichat’ pravého Sv. Otca a Rimsku Cirkev s Gprimnym
srdcom a dokonalou laskou.

V Case tohto prenasledovania jeden, ktory nebude zvoleny kdnonicky, dosiahne
Péapezstvo, ktoré sa bude rafinovane snaZit’ dotiahnut’ do bludov a k smrti.
ékandély sa potom vel'mi zndsobia, nd§ Rad bude rozdeleny, a mnohé d’alSie
Ré4dy budi uplne znic¢ené, lebo budi sihlasit’ s bludom namiesto toho, aby proti
nemu bojovali.

Bude tak vel'a rozli¢nych ndzorov a rozkolov medzi 'ud’'mi, rehol'nikmi a
knazmi, Ze keby vynimoc¢ne tieto dni neboli skritené, podl'a slov Evanjelia,

aj vyvoleni by upadli do bludov, i keby neboli vynimocne vedeni uprostred
takého velkého zmitku nesmiernou BoZou milostou.

Potom niektori budd prudko napéddat’ naSe Pravidl4 a spdsob Zivota, a pridu na
nés hrozné skuasky. Ti, ktorf si zachovaju vieru, dostant korunu Zivota, ale beda
tym, ktori doverujuc len v ich Rad sa stand vlaznymi, lebo nebudu schopni
prejst’ cez pokusenia dopustenych na skdsanie vyvolenych.

Ti, ktori si zachovaju horlivost’ a dodrZiavanie ¢nosti s 1dskou a nadSenim pre
pravdu, budu trpiet’ zraneniami a prenasledovanim ako rebeli a rozkolnici.

Ich prenasledovatelia pohdnani zlymi duchmi budu tvrdit, Ze poskytuji Bohu
vel’kd sluZbu tym, Ze vynicia tychto I'udi ako morovid ndkazu z povrchu zeme.
Ale Pan bude utoc¢iskom ubiedenych a zachrani tych, ktori v neho duafali. A v
snahe podobat’ sa svojej Hlave, budd tito vyvoleni konat’ s doverou a pri smrti
ziskajua ve¢ny Zivot. Ti, ktori sa rozhodnu poslichat’ radSej Boha ako Cloveka,
nebudi sa ni¢oho bat’ a radsej budd

uprednostiiovat’ docasnu skazu, ako by mali dat’ stihlas k 1Zi a zrade.

Niektori kazatelia budi pravdu zamlc¢iavat’, ostatni ju poSliapu a poprd.

Svitost’ Zivota bude zosmieSfiovand i tymi, ktori sa navonok hrajui na veriacich.
Preto v tych diioch im JeZzi§ Kristus neposle pravého Pastiera, ale Nicitela.

Works of the Seraphic Father St. Francis Of Assisi, London : R. Washbourne, 1882, 315s.,
pp- 248-250
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Order ; but take care, if thou sheuldst again cast off
the habit and forsake the religious life, thou ilt be
hanged on these gallows’ The apostate retwined to
the Order, but he did not remain long in if. A few
days after he had left it the second time he: com-
mitted some crime, on account of which he was lianged
on that very gibbet, according to the Saint’s predic-
tion, and thus miserably and infamously enced his
life.

XIIL

Tke Saint Prophesies greal Schisms and Tribulations
i the Clhurch

A SHORT time before the holy Father’s deith, he

called together his Children and warned them of the
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. coming troubles, saying :  Act hravely, my Brethren ;
take courage, and trust in_the Lord. The time is
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East ﬂgmachmg in which there will be grea: trials
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and szhctmns :_perplexities and'—ﬂlssenmm_ ~ both
spiritual a @@_E‘E‘i’!ﬂ‘;‘“ abound; the charify of
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many will grow cold, and the mahce uf the wicked
will_increase. The devils will have unusval power,
the immaculate purity of our Order, and of f ‘others,
wifl be so much obscured that there will be - very fer few
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Christians who will obey the true Smrcrggn Pontiff

e g il g g g

and the Roman C.hurth w1th l_ny-al _htarl:s and perfect '
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cannmcailg_ﬂtcted will be,mmed_ta Pnntlﬁca te,
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who, by his cupning, will ﬂndﬁamm_dmw__w
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into error and death. Then scandals will be multi-
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plied, our Order will be divided, and many others
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will be entirely destroyed, because ey ﬂmf_i_l__ggnsent
to error instead of opposing it. There will be suc
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diversity of opinions and schisms among the people,

the -;eligiuus and ihe clergy, that, éxcept those cays

T
—

g

were shortened, according to the words of the Gospel,
cven the elect would EEJLE iitn error, were they not
specially guided, amid such great _cenfusion, by the

=
e, e W el

immense mercy of God. Then nur_gdlé"ﬁjid manner
of life will be violently opposed by some, and terrible

el

trials will come ypon us.  Thse who are found faith-

ful will receive the crown of life ; but woe to those

“who, trusting solely in theit Order, shall fall into

tepidity, for they Qrff—nut be able to support the
temptations _permitted for the proviag of the elect.

1
Those wheo pre_ﬁve their fervour and adhere to

e R e
injosies apd. persecutions A3 repels and schismatics;
for their_persecutors, urged on by the cvil spirits, will
say they are rendering a great service to God by _
ooy ich peSHIest ea o the face of the
carth, _But the Lord will be the refuge of the afflicted,
and will save all who trust in Him. Andin ogrder to
_be like their Head, these, the elect, will act with con-
fidence, and by their death will purchase for them-
selves eterpal life ; choosing to obey Cod rather than
‘man, they will fear nothing, and they will prefer_“ to
perish rather than consent to falseheod and perfidy.
Some_preachers will keep silence zbout the truth,
and others il trample it under foot _and deny if.

Sanctity of life will be held in derision even by those




280 Works of St. Francis of Assisi.

‘who outwardly profess it, for in those days Our Lord
Jesus Christ will - send them not a2 true Pastor, buta
destroyer.®

— .

XIV.

That Pride and Qstentation are Pernicious fo Religious,
and that Brother Elias will Die out of the Order.

BrROTUER ELI1AS of Cortona, or as some say of Pied-
mont, who was ap]_:minted Vicar-General on the death
of Blessed Peter of Catania, and who was afterwards
elected fourth General of the Order, was a man of
such great worldly prudence, that he seemed made
for important enterprises, and there was no one in
Italy equal to him in such matters; therefore he was
much esteemed and honoured by princes and nobles.
When he saw St Francis inviting some simple and
humblé Brothers to sit by him at table, and leaving
him and ofther wise and learned men at a distance, he
tock it very ill, and could not refrain from saying
within himself: “Alas! Francis, thou simple and
illiterate man, why art thou so foolish and indiscreet ?
Thou puttest to shame the great men who are the
pillars of thy Order, and through this fooksh conduct
thon wilt ruin us.' But the blessed Father, knowing
the secret murmurs of his heart, said to him : *In-
deed, Brother Elias, thou wilt ruin thyself and the
Order through thy pompous ostentation and worldly

*+ Markof Lisbon and others think that this prophecyreceived ils
accomplishment in the great schism which desolated the Church
after 1the election of Urban VI in the year 1378. But it may
also partially refer tn other calamities which have befallen the
Church i the laster ages.



